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Schedule 

 
 

Session 1 
Friday, September 11, 2009 

9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
 

Session 2 
Friday, October 23, 2009 

(noon) 
to 

Saturday, October 24, 2009 
(2 p.m.) 

 
Session 3

Friday, January 15, 2010 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

 
Session 4

Friday, February 19, 2010 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

 
Session 5

Friday, April 16, 2010 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

 
Session 6

Friday, May 21, 2010 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

 
 

Speakers and locations are to 
be determined. Dates may 

change due to location 
availability or inclement 

weather. 
 
 

Small groups should also plan 
to meet outside scheduled 

sessions to plan and develop 
their initiative/service project. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Overview 
 
Established in 2003, KCMBA is very pleased to again provide this opportunity for 

a select group of relatively new members of the legal community to enhance their skills to 
become the future leaders in service to the profession and the community.  Previous 
graduates have gone on to hold leadership positions within their firms, KCMBA and other 
bar-related organizations, and service organizations throughout the metropolitan area.   
 

The Bar Leadership Academy is comprised of six sessions over an eight month 
period.  Each session addresses unique facets of leadership and features prominent 
leaders, instructors, and discussion facilitators.  Small groups are formed to develop and 
initiate a service project during the academy period.  Opportunities are also provided for 
each year’s graduates to serve as an intern on a non-profit board of directors and become 
involved in planning future Bar Leadership Academy programs. 
 
Goals 
 

• To solicit and select emerging bar leaders who represent a cross section of the 
greater Kansas City legal community including geographical, racial, gender and 
private/public law representation. 

• To enhance each participant’s leadership skills to better excel in service to the 
profession and the community. 

• To develop a small group initiative. 
• To plan and coordinate the next Academy 
• To nurture and encourage graduates to seek leadership positions in bar 

organizations, the judiciary, and community organizations. 
• To create a critical mass of diverse future leaders within the legal community. 
• To foster pride, commitment and participation in professional association 

activities. 
• To provide a leadership opportunity in the community of all graduates. 

 
Application and Selection Process 
 
 A maximum of 30 applicants will be selected to represent a demographic cross 
section of the greater Kansas City legal community including geographic, racial, gender 
and public/private law representation.  Ideal applicants will have a minimum of two years 
law practice and commit to participate in all six sessions 
 
 A signed application form and participation agreement from the applicant and 
his/her supervising attorney plus a letter of recommendation from an attorney or judge 
listing why the applicant should be selected are to be submitted by the July 13, 2009 
deadline. 
 
 The Selection Committee consists of the Bar Leadership Academy Steering 
Committee and the KCMBA Executive Director.  Selections for the KCMBA Bar 
Leadership Academy Class of 2009-2010 will be announced on or before August 17, 
2009.  Applicants may apply for more than one year if not selected. 
 
 The registration fee of $495 is to be paid after selection and prior to September 
14, 2009. 
 
 

For an application form or further information,  
please visit www.kcmba.org or  

contact Sherry King at (816)474-4322 or sking@kcmba.org. 



ALUMNAE OF THE KCMBA BAR LEADERSHIP ACADEMY 
       
David Achtenberg , UMKC School of Law 
Dana M. Altieri, Altieri & Kelly, LLC 
AdoLisa J. Anarado                         
Lee R. Anderson, Stueve Siegel Hanson LLP 
Hon. Charles E. Atwell, 16th Judicial Circuit Court  of Missouri, Jackson Co.  
Anne E. Baggott, Baker Sterchi Cowden & Rice, LLC 
Robert S. Baran, United States Bankruptcy Court 
Diana Beckman, Polsinelli Shughart PC 
Jeffrey Paul Bennett, YRC Worldwide Inc. 
Robert L. Bennett, Tele-Business Communications, Inc. (TBC Video) 
Hon. Duane Benton, United States Court of Appeals for the 8th Circuit 
Matthew E. Birch, Shamberg, Johnson & Bergman, Chartered 
Deborah J. Blakely, White, Allinder, Graham, Buckley & Carr, LLC 
Christine M. Blegen, U.S. District Court Western District of Missouri 
Suzanne L. Bliss                  
Sara E. Bodenheimer, Baker Sterchi Cowden & Rice, LLC 
Lisa R. Brooks-Hammond, H&R Block, Inc. 
Mark E. Brown, Brown, Mark, Law Office of, LLC 
Spencer J. Brown, Deacy & Deacy, LLP 
Seema Chawla, Bryan Cave LLP 
Emanuel Cleaver, St. James United Church 
Amy D. Cline, Bryan Cave LLP 
John W. Cowden, Baker Sterchi Cowden & Rice, LLC 
Dan E. Cranshaw, Lathrop & Gage LLP 
Jason S. Dalen, The Civic Council of Greater Kansas City 
Jonathan W. Davis, Wallace, Saunders, Austin, Brown & Enochs, Chtd. 
David C. DeGreeff, Levy and Craig, PC 
Kristen M. Dekker, Lewis, Rice & Fingersh L.C. 
Jefferson Dillon 
Nathaniel A. Dulle, Wallace, Saunders, Austin, Brown & Enochs, Chtd. 
Truman K. Eldridge Jr. Schlee, Huber, McMullen & Krause, PC 
Marc K. Erickson, Wagstaff & Cartmell LLP 
Karie L. Fahrenholz, Office of Chapter 13 Trustee Western District of MO 
Derek E. Feagans,  Bernstein-Rein Advertising, Inc. 
Michelle Nicole Fisher, Cerner Corporation 
Ryan C. Fowler, Logan Logan & Watson, LC 
Lisa N. Gentleman, Office of County Counselor 
Charles W. German,  Rouse Hendricks German May PC 
Nancy Morales Gonzalez, Shook, Hardy & Bacon LLP 
Christine M. Graham, Polsinelli Shughart PC 
Jon R. Gray, Shook, Hardy & Bacon LLP 
Amy Michelle Gulinson, Baker & McKenzie 
Mark Haddad, Foland, Wickens, Eisfelder, Roper & Hofer, PC 
Hon. Lisa White Hardwick, Missouri Court of Appeals Western District 
Peter K. Hartweger, Lewis, Rice & Fingersh L.C. 
Courtney A. Hasselberg, Seyferth Blumenthal & Harris LLC 
James A. Heeter, Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal LLP 
Ronald R. Holliger, Missouri Attorney General's Office 
Jodi M. Hoss, Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal LLP 
James Morrison Humphrey IV, Polsinelli Shughart PC 
Mandi R. Hunter, Martin, Leigh, Laws & Fritzlen, PC 
Christopher C. Javillonar. Bryan Cave LLP 
John S. Johnston, Shook, Hardy & Bacon LLP 
Christopher R. Jones, Stinson Morrison Hecker LLP 
Diana M. Jordison, Horn Aylward & Bandy, LLC 
Michael P. Joyce, Van Osdol & Magruder, P.C. 
Michael J. Judy, Dysart Taylor Lay Cotter & McMonigle, PC 
Jehan Kamil, Lathrop & Gage LLP 
Matthew D. Kitzi                         
Scottie Sue Kleypas                         
Timothy C. Klink, Polsinelli Shughart PC 
John W. Kurtz, Hubbard & Kurtz, LLP 
Theresa L.F. Levings, Badger & Levings, LC 
Melissa Suone Lockton, Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal LLP 
Samuel P. Logan, Foulston Siefkin LLP 
Samuel G. MacRoberts, Ensz & Jester, PC 
Linda Manlove-Braxton, Missouri Attorney General's Office 
Hon. Michael W. Manners, 16th Judicial Circuit Court of Missouri Jackson Co 
Cindy Reams Martin, Martin, Cindy Reams, PC 
Leah M. Mason, American Family Insurance Co. 
Vanita Ransom Massey, Social Security Administration Office of Disability  
 Adjudication and Review 
Danielle L. Mau, Shook, Hardy & Bacon LLP 
Jennifer McAdam, Lathrop & Gage LLP 
Jennifer H. McCoy, U.S. District Court Western District of MO 
Brian W. McEachen, Bradford, Glenn E., & Associates, PC 

Casey McGraw, Morrow, Willnauer & Klosterman, LLC 
Hon. Peggy S. McGraw, 16th Judicial Circuit Court of Missouri, Jackson Co. 
Jack Duncan McInnes V, Stueve Siegel Hanson LLP 
Richard E. McLeod, McLeod & Heinrichs Law Firm 
Donna McNamara, H&R Block, Inc. 
Jessica M. McNickle                         
Tarun Mehta, Bryan Cave 
Corey Mertes, King Hershey, PC 
Hon. Ann Mesle                         
Hon. Edith L. Messina, 16th Judicial Circuit Court of Missouri, Jackson Co.            
Katie M. Moore, Armstrong Teasdale LLP 
James P. Muehlberger, Shook, Hardy & Bacon LLP 
Beth Ann Murano, City Prosecutor's Office of Kansas City, Missouri 
Patrick D. Murphy, Kramer & Frank, PC 
Dan Nelson, Assistant United States Attorney 
Justin Nichols, Lathrop & Gage LLP 
Brianne Niemann, Boyd & Kenter, PC 
Alexia L. Norris                         
Timothy D. O'Leary, Polsinelli Shughart PC 
Marietta Parker, U.S. Attorney's Office District of Kansas 
Comm. Martina Peterson, Jackson County Family Court 
C. Eric Pfanstiel, Levy and Craig, PC 
John R. Phillips, Husch Blackwell Sanders LLP 
Rachel L. Pickering                         
William Brooks Pierce, NovaStar Financial, Inc. 
Anne Linton Pond, Van Osdol & Magruder, P.C. 
Stacy A. Porto                         
Thomas J. Preuss, Wagstaff & Cartmell LLP 
Michael C. Rader, Bartimus Frickleton Robertson & Gorny, PC 
Elizabeth Raines, Baker Sterchi Cowden & Rice, LLC 
Richard H. Ralston, Armstrong Teasdale LLP 
David Reintjes, Texas Pacific Group 
Rod L. Richardson, Wallace, Saunders, Austin, Brown & Enochs, Chtd. 
Katie Rooney, Jackson County Family Court 
Amy E. Rush, Waddell & Reed Financial, Inc. 
Sharon Kay Russo                         
Kathleen A. Ryan, H&R Block, Inc. 
Christopher Schnieders, Wagstaff & Cartmell LLP 
Laurie M. Schulze, Rains and Spiegel, LLC 
Connor Jay Sears, Shook, Hardy & Bacon LLP 
Jere D. Sellers, Stinson Morrison Hecker LLP 
Jacqueline M. Sexton, Foland, Wickens, Eisfelder, Roper & Hofer, PC 
Eric Shimamoto, Walters Bender Strohbehn & Vaughan, PC 
Jennifer L. Shipman, Kramer & Frank, PC 
Ladi O. Shogbamimu, Erickson, Kernell, Derusseau & Kleypas, LLC 
Jeffrey H. Smith, Polsinelli Shughart PC 
Rachel E. Smith, Smith/Coonrod, The Law Ofices of 
Dianne M. Smith-Misemer, Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal LLP 
Debra L. Snoke, Snoke, Debra L., Atty. at Law 
Sarah Steen Ruane, Wagstaff & Cartmell LLP 
Lori Stipp, Circuit Court of Jackson County, Missouri Family Court Division 
Kelly D. Stohs, Polsinelli Shughart PC 
Mark A. Styles Jr., Public Administrator's Office Jackson County, Missouri 
Kelly S. Sullivan-Deady, Polsinelli Shughart PC 
Mark C. Tatum, Shook, Hardy & Bacon LLP 
Sarah Anne Temps, Kutak Rock LLP 
Ajia M. Tenney, Kansas City Mediation Group 
Charles M. Thomas, U.S. Attorney's Office 
Alison R. VanDyke, Swiss Reinsurance Corporation 
Joselyn R. Verschelden, Rouse Hendricks German May PC 
Leon Versfeld, Versfeld & Hugo, LLC 
Keith C. Volpi, Polsinelli Shughart PC 
Hon. David J. Waxse, United States District Court District of Kansas 
Anne S. WehageZickwolf, WehageZickwolf Law Firm 
Jared P. Welch, Shafer Law Office, LC 
Timothy R. West, Berkowitz Oliver Williams Shaw & Eisenbrandt LLP 
Tanya L. Wilson, Cerner Corporation 
Christopher B. Wirken, Wirken Law Firm, L.L.C. 
Judy Yi, Polsinelli Shughart PC 
Katherine A. Zogleman, Seigfreid, Bingham, et 




